Initial experiences with surgical treatment of deep burns at a USSR children's burn unit.
Thirty-eight consecutive children with deep burns who underwent early burn wound excision and grafting are reported from the 6th Surgical Department and the All-Union Pediatric Burn Center, Children's Hospital no.9, Moscow, USSR. Early excision represents a radical departure from previously employed expectant treatment. Infection rate fell from 25-48 per cent to 15 per cent. Two children died during a time period when, based on prior experience, seven to eight children would have been expected to succumb. With additional experience with this technique, results should improve even further.